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Heroes Return to SDDVA after long roadtrip 

     The Fallen Heroes 
banners have re-
turned home to the 
Soldiers and Sailors 
Building in Pierre.    
     The South Dakota 
Department of Veter-
ans Affairs is proud of 
the role we play in car-
ing for and scheduling 
the banners..      
     “The fallen heroes 
project is an exciting, 
humbling, and honor-
ing endeavor to be 
involved with, said 

SDVA Secretary Zimmerman.   “There are 
35 fallen heroes banners, each with a 
name, each with a family, and each with 
a story that is near and dear to our De-
partment.  We treat them as our brothers 
and sisters and care for them as OUR he-
roes.”  
     The banners have traveled to the fol-
lowing communities in South Dakota this 
year:  Alcester, Alexandria, Belle Fourche, 
Brookings, Custer, Fort Meade, Fort 
Pierre, Gettysburg, Huron, Pierre, Rapid 
City, Sioux Falls, Wagner, Whitewood; as 
well as Baker, Montana.     

Heroes Among Us—

showcasing 125 South Dako-

ta veterans. 
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SDDVA participates in yellow ribbon 
     The South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs participated in the 30 and 60-day reintegra-
tion event for the 1742

nd
 Transportation Company this past weekend.  

     Crista Pick, State Veterans Service Officer, and Ryan Fowler, SDDVA Education Representative, 
staffed a booth from 7:45 am until about 3:00 pm and answered questions regarding benefits and 
services.  
     Pick and Fowler also presented four benefit briefings to soldiers and families with over 500 in to-
tal attendance.     
The Yellow Ribbon events affords the Department the opportunity  connect soldiers and their fami-
lies with resources to assist them with their reintegration. 
 

 

Elks, reindeer or elves????? 

     Elves from Pierre Elks Lodge 1953 placed 35 collection boxes throughout Pierre, Fort Pierre, Mur-
do , Presho, and Draper.  The collection boxes allow people throughout these communities to do-
nate gifts to veterans at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice Sate Veterans Home and the VA Medical Center 
in Hot Springs.     
     Pierre Elks Lodge 1953 has 
been doing this project for 
over 30 years and last year de-
livered over $20,000 of gift 
items.      
     South Dakota is blessed 
with so many people that are 
supportive of our veterans and 
their families.      
      Hats off to the Elks and 
their partners for a project that  
delivers a success story for all. 
     Pictured here with the Elks 
are business leaders from the 
Black Hills Federal Credit Un-
ion and Runnings.        
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Quilts of valor for mjfsvh residents 

     Members of the Minnekahta Quilter’s Guild delivered warm offerings of thanks and gratitude to 
residents of the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Home.  Eleven different veterans were given 
hand-made quilts from guild members. 
     The Quilts of Valor Foundation was begun by Blue Star 
mom Catherine Roberts, whose son’s deployment provid-
ed the initial inspiration to see that returning warriors 
were welcomed home with the love and gratitude they 
deserved. That led to connecting local quilter-top makers 
to those with machine quilting capabilities in a nationwide 
effort. 
     For the Minnekahta Quilter’s Guild , the thankfulness is 
two-fold, according to guild president Ginny Coates, as the 
group holds its monthly meetings in the auditorium at the 
State Veterans Home.  It also creates and raffles a quilt 
each year, with the proceeds earmarked for the State Vet-
erans Home. Tickets for the raffle quilt will be available at 
Christmas in the Hills, on Dec. 6. 
     “These artists took fabric, that standing alone meant 
nothing, and created a patriotic collage that will have a 
great sentimental value to our heroes,” said SDDVA Secre-
tary Zimmerman. 

     “It’s been said that sewing is a way to 
capture love, beauty, peace and time,”  
said Zimmerman.  “These  beautiful crea-
tions are living proof of what has been 
captured.”   
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Photos on this page courtesy of Curt Nettinga/Hot Springs Star 

Air Force veteran and State Home resident 

Rod Hinek reacts to the Quilt of Valor made 

for him by Deloris Hagman, which features 

Air Force fabric on the back. 
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2014 
Nov. 20—Veterans Council Legislative Roundtable—Watertown—10:00 am  
Nov. 21—Veterans Council Legislative Roundtable—Sioux Falls—12:00 noon 
Nov. 22—Veterans Council Legislative Roundtable—Rapid City—10:00 am  
Nov. 23—The Mitchell 40&8 Turkey Bingo —- American Legion Post 18 (107 N. Main) 5:00 pm 
Dec. 2—SDSU Veterans Combat Support Group—SDSU Student Union 065—6:00 pm 
Dec. 2—Governor’s Budget Address—Pierre—1:000 pm 
Dec. 8—Wreath Laying Ceremony—Flaming Fountain—Veterans Memorial—State Capitol—11:00 am 
Dec. 9—SDDVA Mini Conference—Rapid City– Building 450—Camp Rapid (2823 W. Main)—10:00 am 
Dec.. 10—SDDVA Mini Conference—Pierre Post 8 American Legion (520 S. Pierre Street)—10:00 am 
Dec. 11—SDDVA Mini Conference—Brookings City/County Building (520 3rd St—Suite 300) - 10:00 am 

2015 
Jan. 5—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am 
Jan. 13—Governor’s State of the State Address—Pierre—1:00 pm  
Jan. 27—Aberdeen Stand Down—Bethany Lutheran Church—1620 Milwaukee Ave SE—1:00—6:00 pm 
Jan. 29—SDDVA/Veterans Council Legislative Breakfast 
Feb. 2—VFW Legislative Reception—AmericInn—Fort Pierre 
Feb. 3—American Legion Legislative Reception—Post 8 Legion Cabin—Pierre 
Feb. 6-8—American Legion Mid Winter Conference—Watertown 
Apr. 6—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am 
Jul. 6—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am 
Oct. 9—BHNC Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am 
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